


























They didn’t leave Russia without a win of their own as 
they saw off debutants Panama,
2-1 after falling behind in the first half. After failing to 
progress past the quarter-final stage in the
AFCON finals since their triumph on home soil in 2004, 
fans of the Carthage Eagles are eager to see
ttheir consistent performers break the duck and win 
some deserved AFCON gold.

Many are, but captain and the highest scoring Tunisian 
of this generation, Wahbi Khazri tops the list.
The complete forward was in sumptuous form for
St Etienne as the Ligue 1 side narrowly missed out
on the Champions League places. The 28-year-old
carried forward his 2018 FIFA World Cup scoring
fform by banging in 13 leagues goals and 6 assists to help 
his French club to finish 4 th . Many lovers of
football will also be delighted to hear that the highly 
rated Youssef Mskani will likely appear for the
Carthage Eagles and so will the diminutive and
extremely talented attacker, 26-year-old Naiim Sliti

If time and chance has its way, 24-year-old Montpellier 
midfielder, Ellyes Skhiri could finally enjoy a
major breakout campaign and attract some coveted 
suitors. Another exciting youngster coming up

the ranks is 23-year-old Dylan Bronn who plays for Bel-
gian side, Genk. At that tender age, Bronn
already had 10 caps to his name, his stock will only rise 
from now going forward.
Boosted by Tunisian club, Esperance de Tunis’ retaining 
of the CAF Champions League, coach Alain
Giresse will generally be spoiled for choice and the North 
African nation will be on song to try and
ggrab the AFCON gold that has been out of their grasp 
since 2004.

They haven’t had a lot go their way since 1996 when they 
clinched their first and only Africa Cup of
Nations on home soil. Being one of the oldest African 
teams, having played their first match in 1924,
South Africans could probably feel the wait for some 
consistent major tournament success has been
lolonger than most. Since 2000, Bafana have either failed 
to qualify for AFCON finals or qualify but go
as far as the quarter-finals, even when they hosted the 
tournament back in 2013.
In many ways, their football structure is more or less like 
that of England. They have the best football
lleague on the continent, the Absa Premiership, and 
most of their players are home grown. Over the
years, Bafana hasn’t had the best of talent come through 
their ranks, but their consistence and
persistence in building the local league structures could 
pay dividends sooner rather than later. Just
as Eas England almost brought it home in the 2018 World 
Cup, boosted by efforts of the English Premier
League.

Stuart Baxter’s men are in the so called group of death 
with favorites Ivory Coast, Morocco and
Namibia but it’s pretty much non-fictitious that they can 
cause problems for any opponent. With a
fascinating short passes attacking style of play, Bafana 
finished off the qualifiers as one of the five
unbunbeaten teams, even shooting down the Super Eagles 
of Nigeria in their own backyard. They are
one of the dark-horses and could once again feel the 
weight of AFCON glory.

Arguably the best footballer on the continent right now 
is in their ranks. Percy Muzi Tau has been
nothing short of a revelation for Bafana as he added to 
his accolade filled 2017/18 season with a
stellar 2018/19 campaign in Belgium that saw him win 
the player of the season award, as he was on
lloan from Premier League side Brighton. The 2018/19 
Absa Premiership Player of the season,
Thembinkosi Lorch will be expected to partner with Tau 
upfront together with 23-year-old Ligue 1
based, Lebo Mothiba.
All of these bright and young stars combined with the 
experience of Hlompo Kekana and Thulani
HlatsHlatshwayo; Bafana presents a formidable force to chal-
lenge for the title.

Two of the rising stars that are keeping people on their 
toes are 24-year-old forward Lebohang
Maboe and 23-year-old midfielder in Aubrey Modiba, 
both of whom are currently plying their trade
in the Absa Premiership. Should Stuart Baxter give them 
more chances, there’s no telling how
further they could go.
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