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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP E

SWITZERLAND
This is a team with a large amount of unrealized potential. Although they won 9 of
their 10 World Cup Qualification games, they still required a playoff victory against
Northern Ireland. Switzerland have qualified for the knockout rounds in their
previous two international tournaments, however, some of their performances
have left something to be desired. With a talented and experienced roster at his
disposal, manager Vladamir Petkovic will be hoping they perform up to their
potential this tournament and at the very least, make it through to the knockout
rounds. Along with the other teams in Group E, Switzerland will be aiming
realistically for a second place finish behind Brazil.   

Arguably one of the most diverse rosters of players will make Switzerland
interesting to watch during the World Cup. They have players with roots from
countries like Chile, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Portugal, and Spain just to name a few.  

TEAM CAPTAIN LICHTSTEINER 

CAPTAIN: Stephan Lichtsteiner (Juventus) 

The leader of this team is as consistent as he is reliable and will look to
lend his experience to this Swiss side. Even at the age of 34, he is still
capable of the demands of a modern fullback, which is exemplified in the
demand for his services following his last season at Juventus. As is always
the case, this World Cup can serve as another potent reminder to any and
all of his club suitors that he is in fact still a valuable player.  

COACH: Vladimir Petkovic 

The Bosnian manager was a
midfielder in his playing days,
and will look to continue the
good form he has overseen the
last four years as Switzerland
manager. The World Cup will
be his second major
tournament in charge having
guided Switzerland out of the
group stage in Euro 2016. 
  

COUNTRY PROFILE
World Cup appearance: 11th 

Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals (1934, 1938, 1954) 

2014 finish: Lost in the Round of 16 to Argentina 

Qualifying: Finished second in UEFA Group B behind Portugal, beat Northern Ireland in the playoffs 

Schedule: Brazil (Sunday, June 17, 2 p.m. EST), Serbia (Friday, June 22, 2 p.m. EST), Costa Rica
(Wednesday, June 27, 2 p.m. EST) 
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP E

X-Factor:  Xherdan Shaqiri
(Stoke City) 

An incredibly gifted player that is
capable of deciding games with a
moment of brilliance, but
sometimes those moments are
few and far between.
Switzerland will be hoping that
Shaqiri can provide that creative
spark in the final third and prove
decisive. He will know that a
good World Cup performance
will provide him with a more  

Top U23 Player: Denis Zakaria
(Borussia Mönchengladbach) 

The young midfielder has been
touted as the next Patrick
Viera, but he will do well to
earn a starting position in the
Swiss midfield. He is tall and
dominant but also technically
gifted. Having recently been in
the middle of a bidding war
between Liverpool and
Arsenal, he chose Borussia
Mönchengladbach because he  

How will they play?
Projected Line-Up

Projected lineup (4-2-3-1): Yann Sommer; Stephan Lichtsteiner, Fabian
Schar, Manuel Akanji, Ricardo Rodriguez; Granit Xhaka, Remo Freuler;
Xherdan Shaqiri, Blerim Dzemaili, Steven Zuber; Haris Seferovic. 

Breakdown
Why root for them?: Fans love to see unrealized potential realized and
Switzerland has plenty of that.  

Why root against them?: Their playing style can be a bit monotonous and
labored at times due to the fact that they lack creative attacking players.  

If you’re going to watch one game …Switzerland vs Brazil. It will be the first
group game for both of them and will set the tone for Switzerland’s hopes
of getting out of the group.   

promising club future since his club Stoke City were relegated this season from the
Premier League.  

Xhaka bears much of the responsibility in midfield. He dictates the tempo and will
look to heavily involve overlapping fullbacks, especially Rodriguez on the left. The
issue they run into is that Seferovic is an old fashioned penalty box striker and
thus requires consistent service to be effective. Petkovic will also have selection
headaches with young players like Zakara and Embolo pushing for spots in the
starting XI.  

knew he would be able to play more regularly and develop with them.
Zakaria has followed the likes of Granit Xhaka who recently left Germany for
Arsenal after proving himself a dominant midfielder. Zakaria is definitely one
player to watch for this summer if he is able to break into the lineup.  
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP E

COSTA RICA
The other teams in Group E must make sure they do not underestimate Costa Rica.
They finished first in their World Cup 2014 group without a defeat and did so with
victories against Uruguay and Italy. They suffered heartbreak from a quarterfinal
loss in penalties to the Netherlands, but they certainly overachieved and
announced themselves on a world stage. This summer, in a group where second
place is there for the taking assuming Brazil perform as expected, Costa Rica could
once again perform well and overachieve. Bryan Ruiz and Keylor Navas will look to
inspire another journey into the knockout rounds.    

Having finished second to Mexico in their CONCACAF World Cup Qualifying group,
Costa Rica will come into this tournament brimming with confidence. They lost
only two games during the qualifying period and will look to get off to a strong start
in their first game against Serbia.  

TEAM CAPTAIN BRYAN RUIZ

CAPTAIN: Bryan Ruiz (Sporting Lisbon) 

When Costa Rica creates chances, Bryan Ruiz is usually involved or
responsible. He will look to lead his team and inspire decisive moments for
them as their creative midfielder. He was captain during their successful
World Cup 2014 campaign and scored important goals including the
winning goal in their 1-0 victory against Italy in the group stage.  

COACH:  Oscar Ramirez 

Originally hired as an assistant
to the legendary Paulo
Wanchope, he has since
assumed the head coach role
after Wanchope resigned after
being involved in a physical
altercation. A former Costa
Rica professional player, he will
look to guide his team into the
knockout stages.  

COUNTRY PROFILE
World Cup appearance: 5th 

Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals (2014) 

2014 finish: Lost to the Netherlands in the quarterfinals 

Qualifying: Finished second in CONCACAF 

Schedule: Serbia (Sunday, June 17, 8 a.m. EST), Brazil (Friday, June 27, 8 a.m. EST), Switzerland
(Wednesday, June 27, 2 p.m. EST) 
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP E

X-Factor: Keylor Navas (Real
Madrid) 

Their most famous export and
for good reason due to the fact
that he is the starting goalkeeper
for Real Madrid, Keylor Navas’s
performance will be critical to
Costa Rica achieving anything
out of this group. He will come
into this tournament full of
confidence after recently
winning the UEFA Champions
League trophy with Real Madrid,
which was his third consecutive
Champions League triumph.   

Top U23 Player: Ronald
Matarrita(New York City FC) 

The young defender has his
work cut out for him to get into
the starting XI, but he certainly
has the potential to do so. He
plays in the MLS and will miss
games with his club to help his
country this summer.  
  

How will they play?
Projected Line-Up

Projected lineup (5-2-2-1): Keylor Navas; Christian Gamboa, Oscar
Duarte, Johnny Acosta, Giancarlo Gonzalez, Bryan Oviedo; Celso Borges,
David Guzman; Bryan Ruiz, Christian Bolanos; Marco Urena. 

Breakdown
Why root for them?: Fans love to cheer for an underdog team and Costa
Rica is underdogs especially if you consider the fact that the United States
is not representing CONCACAF this summer.  

Why root against them?: Their playing style can be a bit monotonous and
labored at times due to the fact that they lack goal-scoring talent.  

If you’re going to watch one game … Costa Rica vs Serbia. Their first game
will set the tone for the results they need in the other group games.
Although, their game against Brazil will be interesting due to the
contrasting styles between both teams.   

New manager, more or less the same system as four years ago. They rely mainly
on their defense, with three center backs, two wing backs, and two back-line
shields in midfield. Bryan Ruiz will again assume the responsibility of playmaker
and try to inspire decisive offensive moments. Costa Rica will rely on Keylor
Navas making key saves to keep their aspirations alive.  



 F
IR

ST
T

O
U

C
H

 | P
A

G
E

 7
WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP E

BRAZIL
The Samba Kings or “The Selecao” as they are more typically called will be arriving
in Russia this summer with a point to prove. Brazil is one of the favorites to win the
World Cup, and with a squad full of so many decisive players at his disposal, Tite
will look to get through Group E before hopefully navigating the knockout rounds.   

Perhaps the pressure of playing in their home country in combination with the
destabilizing effect Neymar’s injury had on the team can explain Brazil’s 7-1
collapse to eventual winners Germany last World Cup. Brazil has won World Cups in
every single decade since 1950 other than the 80’s, and since their last victory was
in 2002, the odds are that since 2018 represent their last chance this decade, the
world is overdue a Brazil World Cup victory. TEAM CAPTAIN

???

CAPTAIN: TBA. (To be announced) 

Since Tite was appointed, 16 different players have worn the captain’s
armband for Brazil. The rotation policy began as a clever ploy to avoid
stripping Neymar of the captaincy. Now it’s a unique, symbolic way of
fostering shared responsibility throughout the squad. This method will also
relieve some of the pressure on Neymar. 
  

COACH: Tite 

The 56-year-old Tite took
over from Dunga after
Brazil’s disappointing
performance at the 2016
Copa America tournament
and he has been particularly
successful thus far. He has
found a way to successfully
blend attacking flair with
defensive stability.  

COUNTRY PROFILE
World Cup appearance: 21st 

Best World Cup finish: Champion (1958, 1962, 1970, 1994, 2002) 

2014 finish: Lost to Germany in semi-finals 

Qualifying: Finished first in CONMEBOL (South America) 

Schedule: Switzerland (Sunday, June 17, 2 p.m. EST), Costa Rica (Friday, June 22, 8 a.m. EST), Serbia
(Wednesday, June 27, 2 p.m. EST) 
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP E

X-Factor: Philippe Coutinho (FC
Barcelona) 

Most of the attention in this
incredibly talented squad goes to
Neymar, and justifiably so because
he is a generational talent.
However, Coutinho is a magician
and possesses the talent to decide
games with a moment of brilliance.
He took some time to settle after his
mid-season transfer to Barcelona
from Liverpool, however, he
finished with his first La Liga trophy 

Top U23 Player: Gabriel Jesus
(Manchester City) 

The young striker enjoyed his
best season in the BPL to date,
with 13 goals in 29 games for
Manchester City. Brazil have
long missed the presence of a
reliable number 9 to lead the
line and now have one of the
world’s best forwards. After
winning his first Premier League
trophy, Jesus will be hoping to
lead Brazil to World Cup glory
this summer. 

How will they play?
Neymar or Coutinho?
Casemiro or Paulinho?
Most teams would love to
have one of these players,
but Tite has found a way
to combine attacking flair
with defensive solidity.
Casemiro will sit in front 

Projected Line-Up
Projected lineup (4-1-4-1): Alisson; Fagner, Marquinhos, Joao Miranda,
Marcelo; Casemiro; Willian, Paulinho, Philippe Coutinho, Neymar; Gabriel
Jesus.  

Breakdown
Why root for them?: They are perhaps the most iconic World Cup team and
their heartbreak in 2014 was there for the entire world to see. Everyone
loves a good redemption story. 

Why root against them?: Not everyone likes rooting for the favorites and
make no mistake, they are the favorites. 
  
If you’re going to watch one game…Brazil is the most entertaining side
coming into this World Cup, so choosing one group game is tough.
However, their first game against Switzerland they will definitely want to
make a statement.  

and also was decisive in their Copa Del Rey victory. His consistent and effective
performances will surely be essential if Brazil is to go all the way. 

of the back four and behind two more attack-minded central midfielders. His
presence gives protection and security at the back, especially in transition. It
also gives the front five, and even the ever-eager fullbacks, freedom to do their
thing going forward. Dani Alves’s injury will provide the opportunity for another
right-back to establish a presence in this team, most likely Danilo.  
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP E

SERBIA
Serbia will come into this World Cup with little expectations. They failed to qualify
for the last World Cup 2014 in Brazil and they also failed to qualify for Euro 2016 in
France. They also lost every group stage game during their World Cup 2010
campaign. However, this is a team that possesses the all-important blend of
experience and talent, and playing without any pressure, Serbia could be a surprise
package in this group.  

They topped their UEFA World Cup Qualifying group, which means they bettered
Austria, Ireland, and Wales. It will be interesting to see how they manage the big
stage, however. As previously stated, they do not have too much recent experience
in big international tournaments, and Group E may prove a difficult litmus test for
them.  

TEAM CAPTAIN KOLAROV

CAPTAIN: Aleksandar Kolarov (AS Roma) 

He will look to continue his excellent form for his club team with his
country and help inspire similar performances from his teammates. As one
of the most effective and dynamic fullbacks in Europe, he can affect the
game offensively as well as defensively.  

COUNTRY PROFILE
World Cup appearance: 12th (9 as Yugoslavia, 1 as Serbia and Montenegro) 
   
Best World Cup finish: Fourth place (1930 and 1962 as Yugoslavia) 

2014 finish: Did not qualify 

Qualifying: Topped UEFA Group D ahead of Ireland, Wales and Austria 

Schedule: Costa Rica (Sunday, June 17, 8 a.m. EST), Switzerland (Friday, June 22, 2 p.m. EST), Brazil
(Wednesday, June 27, 2 p.m. EST)  

COACH: Mladen Krstajic 

He assumed the role of head
coach in October 2017. As a
former Serbian professional
player, he represented his
country at the 2006 World Cup
and was part of that famous
defense that only conceded one
goal during the qualifying
stages. It will be interesting to
see how he guides his team due
to the fact that he has yet to
coach them in an official
competitive game.  
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP E

X-Factor: Aleksandar Mitrovic
(Newcastle) 

The combative forward, who
scored six goals in qualification,
will be paramount to any success
Serbia may achieve this summer.
He joined Fulham on loan from
Newcastle earlier this year and
has been a roaring success,
scoring 12 goals and leading
their successful promotion into
the Premier League.  

Top U23 Player: Sergej
Milinkovic-Savic (Lazio) 

The young midfielder is one of
the most in demand players in
all of Europe right now. A
productive World Cup 2018
campaign would not only
serve Serbia well but himself
and his future. He will thrive
with Matic assuming a
majority of the defensive
responsibilities and will look
to get forward and influence
the game with goals and
assists.  

How will they play?

A new manager, but instead of continuity, he has shown he has new ideas and
tactics for this team. It is difficult to predict how they will shape up, but a solid
midfield will help make up a strong backbone for this team. Mitrovic and Kostic
will lead the line and the experienced Ivanovic will look to keep their defensive
unit organized.  

Projected Line-Up
Projected lineup (4-2-3-1): Vladimir Stojkovic; Antonio Rukavina,
Branislav Ivanovic, Matija Nastasic, Aleksandar Kolarov; Nemanja Matic,
Luka Milivojevic; Dusan Tadic, Sergej Milinkovic-Savic, Filip Kostic;
Aleksandar Mitrovic. 

Breakdown
Why root for them?: The ultimate surprise package. Due to the fact they
have such little experience in international tournaments and a brand new
coach, they are the perfect team for a neutral or indifferent fan.   

Why root against them?: Their playing style can be a bit monotonous and
labored at times due to the fact that they lack goal-scoring talent.  

If you’re going to watch one game …Serbia vs Switzerland. Their second
game will be what makes or breaks their tournament hopes.  
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