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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP C

AUSTRALIA
Australia named their 32-man preliminary squad on May 6, and this squad has been
cut down to 27 as of May 28. 4 more names are expected to be dropped before the
tournament commences on the 14th of June. The Socceroos currently are currently
the 40th best team in the world behind France, Peru and Denmark in 7th, 11th and
12th places respectively. The man who led them to qualification is Ange
Postecoglou who resigned in November 2017. His style of play was different from
his successor. The players have to be ready to adapt if they are to lead Australia out
of the group and better their round of 16 appearance which is their best
performance in the FIFA World Cup tournament. Australia has qualified to the
competition for the 4th time in succession.  

In Group C, they will be looking towards the experienced leadership and influence
of Tim Cahill. The forward has enjoyed an illustrious career having played for
Everton and New York Red Bull in the MLS.  

TEAM CAPTAIN MILE JE
DINAK 

CAPTAIN: Mile Jedinak (Aston Villa)  

Mile Jedinak is an experienced English Premier League player. Having
played for Crystal Palace before joining Aston Villa in August 2016. The
player had been overlooked for the inaugural A-League before he shined at
Central Coast in Australia. He went to England and became an integral part
of the Palace side making the most (276) interceptions more than any
other midfielder between 2013 and 2016. He is the skipper for the
Socceroos and they will depend on him to predict the opponents’ passes
and break off any threats in front of the defense.  

COACH: Bert van Marwijk 

The Dutch football manager
currently coaching Australia
took over from Ange
Postecoglou who resigned in
November 2017. Bert van
Marwijk has some experience
at both club and international
level most notably coaching
Netherlands in the 2010 FIFA
World Cup as well after he left
his jobs at Borussia Dortmund  

COUNTRY PROFILE
World Cup appearance: 5th 

Best World Cup finish: Round of 16 (2006) 

2014 finish: Group stage (0-0-3) 

Qualifying: Finished 3rd in Asia’s Group B behind Japan and Saudi Arabia. They won the Asian playoff
against Syria and also won the intercontinental playoff against Honduras.  

Schedule: France (Saturday, June 16, 6 a.m. EST), Denmark (Thursday, June 21, 11 a.m. EST), Peru
(Thursday, June 26, 10 a.m. EST) 

and Feyenoord. It is safe to say that he hasn’t quite figured out how to set up his
side with the Socceroos losing 4-1 to Norway. It will be interesting to see if he
can set up a team that can adapt to the strengths of his opponents because they
currently do not have a defined, well-drilled system.  
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP C 

X-Factor:  Aaron Mooy
(Midfielder), (Brighton & Hove
Albion) 

While Australia will be leaning
heavily on Mile Jedinak to be
their defensive rock in front of
the defense, they will be relying
on Aaron Mooy to boss the
midfield and transition the ball
from defense to attack. The
Brighton & Hove Albion player is
a complete midfielder who
not only flies in for the tackle but 

Top U23 Player: Fran Karačić
(NK Lokomotiva) 

The young defender enjoyed
one of his best season in the
Croatian First Football League
scoring 1 goal and providing 7
assists in 26 games. The 22-
year old loves to drive forward
with the ball and join the
attack. Karačić will be ready to
show that he is ready to play
against the big boys and
audition for a move to a better
club in the summer.  

How will they play?
This is quite
unpredictable
considering that the man
who led them to
qualification for the 2018
FIFA World Cup resigned
in 2017. The current coach
has not had many  

Projected Line-Up
Projected lineup (4-2-3-1): Mat Ryan; Josh Risdon, Trent Sainsbury, Milos
Degenek, Aziz Behich; Mile Jedinak, Massimo Luongo; Matthew Leckie,
Aaron Mooy, Robbie Kruse; Tomi Juric. 

There are a lot of things uncertain about this team, and the places in the
starting XI are not any different. Ridson, Degenek, and Kruse are not
guaranteed starters and can be replaced by anyone in the squad. The
Dutchman might also require Mooy’s services deeper in the midfield next
to Jedinak when they are playing against teams that are not as strong.  

Breakdown
Why root for them?: They can be the underdog that causes upsets in the
group. 

Why root against them?: Because 38-year old forward Tim Cahill is not as
good as he was before to win them games.  

If you’re going to watch one game …It has to be against France on
Saturday, June 16.  

is also creative on the other end of the pitch and scores goals. He scored 4 goals and
provided 3 assist in the previous campaign which is not a bad return considering
that his team was struggling in the bottom half of the English Premier League. If
Australia is to bring out the best of Mooy, he has to play ahead of another defensive
minded midfielder next to Mile Jedinak to relieve him of defensive duties and focus
on his creative abilities. 

opportunities to showcase what the fans can expect in the upcoming
tournament. Van Marwijk prefers 4 defenders at the back as opposed to the three
that played throughout the qualification phase. Therefore, he will probably stick
to that and use his famous 4-2-3-1 formation.  



 F
IR

ST
T

O
U

C
H

 | P
A

G
E

 5
WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP C

PERU
Peru had been unfortunate not to have qualified for the FIFA World Cup since 1982.
This was during the times of the all-time great, Teofilo Cubillas. This drought came
to an end when Peru made it through thanks to a playoff against New Zealand. The
team had been doing well in the recent Copa Americas and deserve some respect
for making it to the tournament. FIFA have a dilemma at hand to come up with the
better qualification system that allows the best teams at the tournament because
South America have those teams in abundance, and they go through a brutal
qualification round that saw the winners of the Copa America (Chile) failing to make
it to the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia.  

Peru has not lost since 2016. They are currently ranked number 11 on the FIFA
rankings and will be ready to prove that they are one of the best teams not just in
South America but the world. 

TEAM CAPTAIN GUERRERO

CAPTAIN: Paolo Guerrero (Forward) (Flamengo) 

The Peruvian forward must be relieved to hear that he has been cleared to
play at the tournament after a controversial case involving him being
tested positive for using cocaine. He was initially banned for 12 months
before it was reduced to six months on appeal. The World Anti-Doping
Committee (WADA) then again appealed to the Court of Arbitration for
Sports (CAS) to increase the ban to 14 months. However, all that is in the
past now as the Peruvian forward is expected to lead his nation at the
tournament. The 34-year old currently plays for Flamengo in Brazil. Will he
inspire his team to continue with their unbeaten run and possibly finish as
champions? 

COACH:  Ricardo Gareca 

Ricardo Alberto Gareca Nardi is
an Argentine football manager
of the Peru team that survived
the brutal South American
qualifiers and snuck through to
the 2018 FIFA World Cup. He is
a master of organization and
prioritizes defense. Peru’s
unbeaten run that stretches
back to 2016 says a lot about a
team that plays against strong 

COUNTRY PROFILE
World Cup appearance: 5th 

Best World Cup finish: Quarter Finals (1970) 

2014 finish: Did not qualify 

Qualifying: Finished in the fifth place in South America and beat New Zealand in the intercontinental
playoff to make it claim a place in Group C  

Schedule: Denmark (Saturday, June 16, noon EST), France (Thursday, June 21, 8 am. EST), Australia
(Tuesday, June 26, 10 a.m. EST) 

South American teams. The manager will not accept anything short of
perfection in Russia in front of a projected billion viewers. His biggest challenges
are going to be the matches against France and Denmark.  
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP C

X-Factor:Jefferson Farfan
(Midfielder), (Lokomotiv
Moscow) 

Jefferson Farfan is a name that
should ring a bell from this Peru
team. He once plied his trade at
FC Schalke 04 in Germany
partnering up with players like
Klaas Jan Huntelaar. Farfan was
an explosive winger with
excellent dribbling skills before
he slipped off the radar. He now
plays for Lokomotiv Moscow in 

Top U23 Player:Sergio Peña
(Midfielder) (Granada) 

The Peruvian team has a lot of
young players who are very
decent. Sergio Peña of Granada
edges out players like Renato
Tapia (Feyenoord) because of
his contribution to the game.
This season only, Sergio has
created some chances which
his teammates scored three
goals from apart from scoring a
goal himself in  

How will they play?

They have played some of
the best teams in South
America using the 4-1-4-
1/4-2-3-1 formations.
These teams include
Argentina, Colombia,
Uruguay, and Chile but  

Projected Line-Up

Projected lineup (4-2-3-1): Pedro Gallese; Aldo Corzo, Alberto Rodriguez,
Christian Ramos, Miguel Trauco; Renato Tapia, Yoshimar Yotun; Jefferson
Farfan, Christian Cueva, Edison Flores; Paolo Guerrero. 

Guerrero’s return means that Ruidiaz will be the standby target man that
can come in every now and then to allow their star man to rest. Gareca
can also play around with his formation and put Jefferson Farfan as a
striker and putting Andre Carillo as the winger in a 4-1-4-1 formation.    

Breakdown
Why root for them?: It is their first time to qualify in a while. They also have
a beautiful story to share. Guerrero is also back in the squad. 

Why root against them?: They do not have the most popular names among
their squad. 

If you’re going to watch one game … Ain’t it obvious? The match against
Denmark on the 16th of June will be their first WC game in 36 years and they
will be ready to take on their closest competitor for the second spot in the
group. 

Russia which means that he will not be new to the environment when the
tournament starts. He will be picking off where he left off and will have to be at
his best through the competition because Peru will be relying on him as much as
Paolo Guerrero who was recently cleared to play at the FIFA World Cup.   

they did not lose a single match against those teams. They are well organized at
the back and are very stubborn when not in possession which can frustrate
teams like France.  

the second division of the Spanish La Liga. The 22-year old excels when he is
playing in a free role behind the striker and has the potential to be a good
player when surrounded by good players. Renato Tapia will be expected to
start but should be behind Sergio Peña in the pecking order.  
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP C

FRANCE
Many football pundits and analysts are predicting that France will have a great
tournament in their 15th appearance and can go all the way to win it. This
argument is based on their current crop of talent which continues to grow with the
addition of players like Ousmane Dembele and Kylian Mbappe who will be in the
squad for the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia. France hosted the UEFA Euros in 2016
and made it to the final before eventually losing to Portugal. They showed that they
have matured into a team with a great sense of togetherness. It goes without saying
that when the French team is on the same page, they can win the World Cup. The
reverse is also true as seen in the disappointing 2010 FIFA World Cup campaign
which got ugly and saw them being eliminated at the group stage.  

TEAM CAPTAIN HUGO LIORIS

CAPTAIN: Hugo Lloris (Goalkeeper), (Tottenham Hotspur) 

The French international has enjoyed a great season with Tottenham in
both the UEFA Champions League and the English Premier League. He was
indispensable as Number 1 and played 43 matches across all competitions
keeping 16 clean sheets in the process. His place in the French national
team might have been in jeopardy if he had continued with making costly
errors as he did in matches against Chelsea, Stoke and Manchester City
before being dropped for the FA Cup semi-final clash with Manchester
United.  
  

COACH: Didier Deschamps 

The former player has had a
successful career as the
manager of the French
national team after leaving
his post as the Paris Saint-
Germain boss. He led his
team to the finals of the UEFA
Euro in 2016 and perhaps
could have won it against
a Ronaldo-less Portugal side. 

COUNTRY PROFILE
World Cup appearance: 15th 

Best World Cup finish: Champion (1998) 

2014 finish: Quarterfinal 

Qualifying: Finished first in UEFA Group A ahead of teams like Sweden and Netherlands who eventually
failed to qualify  

Schedule: Australia (Saturday, June 16, 6 a.m. EST), Peru (Thursday, June 21, 8 a.m. EST), Denmark
(Tuesday, June 26, 10 a.m. EST) 

 He must have learned from that experience and should be ready to bring out
the best in his players this time around on the grandest stage of football.
Deschamps has been culpable for making controversial decisions that involve
omitting big players like Karim Benzema of Real Madrid, Adrien Rabiot of PSG,
Anthony Martial of Manchester United and Kingsley Coman of Bayern Munich.
Will he be able to justify those omissions by winning the tournament in Russia? 



 F
IR

ST
T

O
U

C
H

 | P
A

G
E

 8
WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP C

X-Factor: Paul Pogba (Midfielder),
(Manchester United) 

There are many star players in the
French team, and anyone can be
the X-Factor from Varane, Kante,
Griezmann up to Giroud. All the
players offer unique talents that can
be useful to the team depending on
the formation that they are playing
in. Paul Pogba however, has the
most responsibility in the team
considering that he is in charge of
the midfield which involves 

Top U23 Player: Kylian Mbappe
(Forward) (PSG) 

The 19-year old is already the
most expensive teenager in
world football having joined
PSG in a deal around €180
million. He has not
disappointed in his first season
at the Parc des Princes as he
scored 23 goals and providing
11 assists in all competitions.
Many comparisons have been
drawn between the player and 

How will they play?
No one really knows.
There is a clash in the
style of play of his best
players. Pogba, for
example, cannot play well
in a midfield two (4-2-2-2
formation) which suits
Griezmann upfront.  

Projected Line-Up
Projected lineup (4-3-3): Hugo Lloris; Djibril Sidibe, Raphael Varane,
Samuel Umtiti, Benjamin Mendy; N’Golo Kante, Blaise Matuidi, Paul
Pogba; Kylian Mbappe, Olivier Giroud, Antoine Griezmann. 

There is not much of a debate on who can start in defense and the
midfield, but the same cannot be said for the frontline. The presence of
players like Thomas Lemar, Ousmane Dembele and Thauvin means that
the coach can play around with the formation and use a 4-2-2-2 system to
accommodate one of them.   

Breakdown
Why root for them?: They have the best players who can surprise you with
some amazing goal celebrations.  

Why root against them?: They have a tendency to disappoint when a lot of
pressure is on their shoulders. 
  
If you’re going to watch one game…The match against Australia on the 16th
of June is too tempting where they could score goals galore. 

 France legend Thierry Henry who won the FIFA World Cup in 1998. The
player will be expected to lead the line in attack alongside Griezmann and
use his trickery to unlock defences and score goals. Is Mbappe going to be a
top goal scorer contender? 

 defending, creating chances and scoring goals. The player had an average season
with United scoring 7 goals and providing 11 assists on top of his defensive duties
as a box-to-box midfielder. Pogba is a quality player who can take the game by the
scruff of the neck and make the difference. The 25-year old is the player to watch
in this upcoming tournament.  

Griezmann prefers that formation over 4-3-3 which also brings out the best from
Pogba who can roam around the midfield and create chances for his
teammates. Deschamps has experimented both formations in the build-up to
this tournament, and it is clear that one person will be played out of position
unless he is brave enough to move to three at the back and add another
midfielder.  
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WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP C

DENMARK
Denmark has been inconsistent in the qualification processes since 1998. They have
managed to qualify for the FIFA World Cup once in their last three attempts. The
same applies for the UEFA European Championship. Not much can be expected
from a team that relies on one player with Christian Eriksen their only real threat.
However, if everything ticks, they can swoop anyone that comes along their way as
they did to Ireland in the playoffs whom they thrashed 5-1.  

Denmark also has the gabby duo. Niklas Bendtner and his coach are famous for
their loudmouths. The former is a former Arsenal player who calls himself the ‘Lord
Bendtner’ and once claimed to be the best striker in Europe even without scoring
more than 25 goals in a single campaign. The pompous player is once again playing
a part in the national team but this time under Age Hareide who also had his fair
share of words for his opponents at the tournament. 

TEAM CAPTAIN SIM
ON KJAER

CAPTAIN: Simon Kjaer (Defender), (Sevilla) 

The Danish center-back plays for Spanish side Sevilla. He amassed 27
appearances for the club that enjoyed a great campaign in the UEFA
Champions League this season but not so much in the league. The
experienced 29-year old will be leading the team from the back and is
ready to take his defensive organization setup from Sevilla to the national
team. He can also chip in with an odd goal having scored 3 this season as
well as providing one assist. 

about haircuts’. Many could take it as him trying to play mind games with the
French midfielder who holds the keys to France’s World Cup glory. He slammed
the French national team for lacking a real leader like Zinedine Zidane galvanized
his squad during his time. What he might not realize is that he has already set the
bar so high for his players and they have to perform especially against France.
Anything else short of a win against them will be an embarrassment.  

COUNTRY PROFILE
World Cup appearance: 5th 
   
Best World Cup finish: Quarter Finals (1998) 

2014 finish: Did not qualify 

Qualifying: Finished behind Poland second place in UEFA Group E, they also won their playoff match
against Ireland.  

Schedule: Peru (Saturday, June 16, Noon EST), Australia (Thursday, June 21, 11 a.m. EST), France
(Tuesday, June 26, 10 a.m. EST) 

COACH: Age Hareide 

The Norwegian football
manager has been in charge of
the Danish national team since
2015. He knows the ins and outs
of his squad, even the new faces
in Kasper Dolberg of Ajax. He is
not just about tactics and
formations; he also throws
banter at players. He recently
threw shade at Paul Pogba
asking if the player ‘only thinks 



 F
IR

ST
T

O
U

C
H

 | P
A

G
E

 1
0

WORLD CUP 2018 GROUP C

dynamic and can read the game from the back which has seen him dispatch
big name players like Gary Cahill and David Luiz from the first team. He will
be looking to strike up a strong partnership with the captain in the heart of
the defense for his national team. Christensen will be ready to show that he
is experienced even at a young age and that he can be the solid defender
that Chelsea have been crying out for since John Terry left.   

X-Factor: Christian Eriksen
(Midfielder), (Tottenham
Hotspur) 

Not much can be said about a
player who has been a consistent
performer in one of the most
competitive leagues in the world.
Eriksen is a creative midfielder
who plays for Tottenham
Hotspur. The 26-year old has
scored 15 goals and provided 11
assists in the 2017/18 as he
warmed up for the 2018 FIFA  

Top U23 Player: Andreas
Christensen (Defender),
(Chelsea) 

The 22-year old ball-playing
defender who is versatile and
can play in the midfield when
asked upon. He enjoyed his
best season in the English
Premier League this season
where he racked up 40
appearances across all
competitions. He proved the
Chelsea boss that he is  

How will they play?

They have the potential to play some beautiful attacking football. However,
they tend to be heavily reliant on Christian Eriksen which can make it easier for
the opponents to play against them. With the right balance behind and in front
of the Tottenham star, they can give anyone a run for their money.  

Projected Line-Up
Projected lineup (4-2-3-1): Kasper Schmeichel; Jens Stryger Larsen, Simon
Kjaer, Andreas Bjelland, Riza Durmisi; Andreas Christensen, Thomas
Delaney; Yussuf Poulson, Christian Eriksen, Pione Sisto; Nicolai
Jorgensen. 

Hareide wants to try Andreas Christensen in midfield alongside Delaney
and Eriksen. The player has not much in this position and whether he will
be ready to play against the best will be another question. 

Breakdown
Why root for them?: If you love football, you have to love how Eriksen plays
and he will be representing Denmark.  

Why root against them?: Perhaps because you are an Arsenal fan and do not
like Eriksen. 

If you’re going to watch one game …It has to be the one scheduled on the
16th of June which is against Peru, their closest rival for a place in the top 2
of the group. 

World Cup. The player will have the responsibility of threading in the key passes
and destroying teams also from his dead-ball prowess. Their strikers will be
relying on him to lead the team if they are to have a good tournament in Russia.  
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